BHBS Key Stage 3 Religious Education Curriculum Mapping to the Herefordshire Agreed Syllabus (2025–2030)
The Bishop of Hereford’s Bluecoat School – Rooted in the Vision: “Life in all its fullness” (John 10:10)
This document maps the exact Key Stage 3 Religious Education (RE) units taught at The Bishop of Hereford’s Bluecoat School (BHBS) to the enquiry questions and outcomes outlined in the Herefordshire Agreed Syllabus (2025–2030, pp. 94–119). It demonstrates how each BHBS unit aligns with the threefold enquiry model of the syllabus: ‘Making Sense of Beliefs’, ‘Understanding the Impact’, and ‘Making Connections’. This mapping supports SIAMS IQ2 and IQ6 by showing how the curriculum reflects the school’s theologically rooted Christian vision.
Year 7
	BHBS Unit Title / Enquiry Question
	Disciplinary Focus
	Relevant Herefordshire Agreed Syllabus Enquiry (pp. 94–119)
	Making Sense of Beliefs
	Understanding the Impact
	Making Connections
	Notes

	Blik: How do I interpret the world around me?
	Philosophy
	3.3 Why are people good and bad?
	Explore philosophical worldviews and moral understanding.
	Examine how different worldviews influence behaviour.
	Reflect on personal interpretations of good and evil.
	Introduces students to philosophy and worldviews.

	Abraham: What is the significance of covenants for Jews, Christians and Muslims?
	Theology
	3.1 What does it mean for Christians to believe in God as Trinity? / 3.6 Why are there different interpretations of the covenant?
	Investigate how beliefs are expressed through covenant.
	Examine how covenant shapes faith and community.
	Reflect on trust, promise, and faithfulness.
	Develops theological literacy and understanding of Abrahamic faiths.

	Prophethood: How are Abrahamic faiths connected through prophets?
	Theology
	3.7 What is so radical about Jesus?
	Explore the role of prophets as messengers.
	Analyse their influence on faith and ethics.
	Reflect on modern-day prophetic voices.
	Strengthens interfaith understanding through common figures.

	Denominations: Why did the Christian Church become diverse?
	Theology
	3.5 Should Christians be greener than everyone else? (diversity, stewardship themes)
	Examine theological diversity and belief systems.
	Analyse how denominations express Christianity differently.
	Reflect on unity and diversity within faith.
	Highlights Christian diversity and shared beliefs.

	Dharma: How is this interpreted and put into action?
	Philosophy
	3.8 How and why do the Buddha’s teachings have meaning for people today?
	Explore Hindu, Sikh, and Buddhist interpretations of dharma.
	Examine how dharma guides daily life.
	Reflect on moral responsibility and right action.
	Encourages comparison of dharmic worldviews.

	Social Justice: How might Sikhs promote equality?
	Social Science
	3.12 How are Sikh teachings on equality and service put into practice today?
	Study Sikh teachings on equality and sewa.
	Explore how Sikh values inspire community service.
	Reflect on equality and justice in society.
	Links belief with action and social justice.














Year 8
	BHBS Unit Title / Enquiry Question
	Disciplinary Focus
	Relevant Herefordshire Agreed Syllabus Enquiry (pp. 94–119)
	Making Sense of Beliefs
	Understanding the Impact
	Making Connections
	Notes

	Ethics: How do we know what is good?
	Philosophy
	3.14 Good, bad; right, wrong: how do I decide?
	Examine ethical theories and religious morality.
	Explore consequences of moral decisions.
	Reflect on personal and societal ethics.
	Introduces philosophical ethics and moral reasoning.

	Jesus: How do Abrahamic faiths view Jesus differently?
	Theology
	3.7 What is so radical about Jesus?
	Explore differing theological views of Jesus.
	Analyse how faiths respond to the person of Jesus.
	Reflect on what Jesus represents today.
	Deepens theological analysis across Abrahamic faiths.

	Buddhism: How significant are the three jewels to Buddhists?
	Social Science
	3.8 How and why do the Buddha’s teachings have meaning for people today?
	Investigate Buddhist teachings and practices.
	Examine how Buddhists follow the path of enlightenment.
	Reflect on meaning and compassion in life.
	Strengthens understanding of Buddhist worldview.

	Suffering: Can Christian theology overcome the problem of evil?
	Theology
	3.16 Why is there suffering? Are there any good solutions?
	Explore theological explanations for evil.
	Analyse Christian responses to suffering.
	Reflect on coping and faith in hardship.
	Links Christian belief to philosophical problem of evil.

	Knowing God: Does religious experience prove God exists?
	Philosophy
	3.11 Does religion help people be good? / 3.15 How far does it make a difference if you believe in life after death?
	Explore philosophical arguments for God’s existence.
	Analyse personal experiences of faith.
	Reflect on faith, doubt, and belief.
	Develops critical thinking and reflective spirituality.


Year 9
	BHBS Unit Title / Enquiry Question
	Disciplinary Focus
	Relevant Herefordshire Agreed Syllabus Enquiry (pp. 94–119)
	Making Sense of Beliefs
	Understanding the Impact
	Making Connections
	Notes

	Christian Beliefs and Teachings
	Theology
	3.1 What does it mean for Christians to believe in God as Trinity?
	Examine key Christian doctrines.
	Analyse how belief impacts life and worship.
	Reflect on personal beliefs about God.
	Prepares students for GCSE Christianity unit.

	Islamic Beliefs and Teachings
	Theology
	3.10 What is good and what is challenging about being a Muslim teenager in Britain today?
	Explore core beliefs in Islam.
	Analyse how Islam guides moral and ethical living.
	Reflect on faith in modern Britain.
	Strengthens understanding of Islamic belief and identity.

	Religion and Life: How do beliefs influence views on creation and the environment?
	Philosophy
	3.2 Should Christians be greener than everyone else?
	Explore Christian and Muslim teachings on stewardship.
	Analyse faith-based environmental ethics.
	Reflect on responsibility for creation.
	Connects belief to environmental ethics and stewardship.

	Rebellion and Salvation: Do you have to rebel to create change?
	Theology / Ethics
	3.5 Should Christians be greener than everyone else? (moral action theme)
	Examine prophetic and moral rebellion in Scripture.
	Analyse examples of faith-led activism.
	Reflect on justice, protest, and discipleship.
	Applies theological and ethical concepts to social action.



