BHBS Key Stage 4 Religious Education Curriculum Overview
The Bishop of Hereford’s Bluecoat School
Rooted in the Vision: “Life in all its fullness” (John 10:10)
Aligned with the Herefordshire Agreed Syllabus (2025–2030, p.120) and the Church of England’s Statement of Entitlement for Religious Education.
Linked to the SIAMS IQ Standards (IQ1–IQ7).
Section 1: Intent
The Key Stage 4 Religious Studies curriculum at The Bishop of Hereford’s Bluecoat School aims to provide all students with a deep and challenging understanding of religious belief, practice, and ethics through the AQA GCSE Short Course in Religious Studies. Grounded in our Christian vision of enabling ‘Life in all its fullness’ (John 10:10), the curriculum equips students with the knowledge, understanding, and skills to critically explore ultimate questions of faith, morality, justice, and human purpose.
This intent reflects the Herefordshire Agreed Syllabus (p.120), which outlines the statutory requirement for all students to continue studying RE at Key Stage 4, ensuring progression from KS3 and maintaining a balance between Christianity and other worldviews. The curriculum supports SIAMS IQ1, IQ2, IQ5, and IQ6 by providing a theologically rich, inclusive, and reflective approach to exploring belief and ethics.
Section 2: Implementation
At KS4, students follow the AQA GCSE Short Course in Religious Studies, which is designed to build on the disciplinary and conceptual foundations established at Key Stage 3. The course structure mirrors the threefold approach of the Herefordshire Syllabus — ‘Making Sense of Beliefs’, ‘Understanding the Impact’, and ‘Making Connections’.
The curriculum comprises two major areas of study:
• Christianity and Islam — exploring beliefs, teachings, and their influence on individuals and communities.
• Thematic Studies — focusing on Relationships and Families, and Religion, Peace and Conflict.
Each unit enables students to engage with theological, philosophical, and ethical perspectives, developing critical thinking, empathy, and moral reasoning. Learning is enquiry-based, with clear progression from prior knowledge at KS3 and towards further study in KS5 or lifelong understanding.
Section 3: Impact
Through the KS4 RE curriculum, students develop informed and reflective worldviews, learning to evaluate diverse beliefs and make moral decisions grounded in understanding and compassion. Students can explain and analyse religious beliefs, interpret sacred texts, and apply ethical reasoning to contemporary issues.
Impact is demonstrated through students’ ability to:
• Articulate reasoned arguments about moral and religious issues.
• Apply theological concepts to personal and societal dilemmas.
• Respectfully evaluate diverse worldviews.
• Make meaningful links between belief, identity, and moral action.
This aligns with SIAMS IQ1–IQ7, ensuring that the curriculum enables academic and spiritual flourishing, reflects the school’s Christian vision, promotes justice and responsibility, and fulfils the Church of England’s Statement of Entitlement for effective RE provision.
