Key Stage 4 students 
Our GCSE students are studying for the new GCSE specifications, which will be tested for the first time in Summer 2026.  The focus is very much on knowing core vocabulary, which you are then tested on, knowing how the language works (the grammar and the phonics system which affects spellings), being able to communicate your own ideas, your own experiences and being able to cope in real life situations (if you were in a Spanish-speaking country).
Students will be tested in the 4 assessment objectives of speaking, listening, reading and writing.  Content is based on a core vocabulary of 1200 words at foundation tier (grades 1-5) and 1700 words at higher tier (grades 4-9).
For speaking, students take part in a role play, describe a photo, answer questions about the contexts they have studied and do a read aloud task, which tests their knowledge of sound-spelling patterns (from the look of a Spanish word you should be able to pronounce it correctly, if you know the rules about phonics and sounds).
All of the tasks in listening, reading and writing are set in English.  For the comprehension skills of listening and reading, students need to answer questions in English to show that they have understood what the content of texts, passages and messages means.  They will also need to translate a text into English from Spanish.  In the listening paper, there is also a text to transcribe (write what you hear – dictation).
For writing, students will write different responses to questions about the contexts studied.  The length of the responses varies, depending on the task.  They will also need to translate a text from English into Spanish.
Each assessment objective is worth 25% of the overall grade.  Students must be entered at either higher tier or foundation tier for all 4 of the papers.  
The thematic contexts around which the course if built are:
· My personal world
· Lifestyle and wellbeing
· My neighbourhood
· Media and technology
· Studying and my future
· Travel and tourism
We follow the Edexcel exam specification.
Exam link: Pearson Edexcel GCSE Spanish (2024) | Pearson qualifications

