2025-26 CREATIVE ARTS INTENT STATEMENT

‘Playing in an orchestra teaches something essential: how to listen, how to collaborate, and how to build something greater than oneself. It’s a model for how society could work- everyone bringing their individuality to serve a common goal. For young people, this experience is not only musical but civic. It shows that creation, empathy and cooperation are the true foundations of a better world.” 
Alexandre Bloch, NYO Conductor January 2026

In Creative Arts we support the school’s curriculum intent. 
 
· We challenge students to expand their artistic, dramatic and musical knowledge through being immersed in creative experiences.
· We aim to foster a culture of aspiration and personal achievement. 
· We consider the needs of the individual, emotional and learning. 
· We aim to foster a growth mindset that allows for both success and failure, understanding the five phases of the creative process questions and encouraging ‘process over product’. 

Rationale 
 
We aim to provide a secure link from one Key Stage to the next with structured planning that endorses the National Curriculum. 
 
· In the first term for year 7s at BHBS we introduce our knowledge organisers, which outline the key element of each subject, which we then refer back to throughout every scheme of work. When students start Drama in year 8 we do the same.

· Each topic is planned around the latest National Curriculum ensuring that the aims and subject content requirements are met. Although Drama is not in the current National Curriculum our schemes of work reflect the last requirements from 2013- 

All pupils should be enabled to participate in and gain knowledge, skills and understanding associated with the artistic practice of drama. Pupils should be able to adopt, create and sustain a range of roles, responding appropriately to others in role. They should have opportunities to improvise, devise and script drama for one another and a range of audiences, as well as to rehearse, refine, share and respond thoughtfully to drama and theatre performances.
 
· The first term is also designed to standardise our creative process. With such a large number of feeder schools and music provision being so widely varied, plus the ongoing impact of the pandemic we aim to provide a secure basis for students participating in each subject at a suitably differentiated level.
 
· We are committed to supporting the school’s literacy policy and each scheme of work at KS3 includes glossaries related to the topic. Further to this we are committed to musical literacy and begin every lesson with a notation starter. These are matched to the model music curriculum (2021)

· Progression is planned for by each subject revisiting key skills over the course of each KS3 academic year. For instance, as suggested by the model curriculum (2021) music includes a keyboard-based topic each year, a vocal based topic each year, a ‘strumming’ based topic each year etc. Art sets out it’s formal elements in year 7, then each topic in year 8&9 develops those further. Each scheme of work at Key Stage 3 is based on a topic or component covered by the corresponding GCSE syllabus, with the intent that the majority of content at Key Stage 4 already has been covered previously in the student’s BHBS career. By revisiting topics in this manner we can assess for the ‘increasing discrimination’ required by the NC. Each SoW work contains a standardised ‘skill summary’ so levels are consistent between topics and year groups. Music has developed a series of appraising milestones with consistent grade boundaries to allow for accurate comparison. 
 
· At Key Stage 4 we endeavour to provide students with unique experiences through their NEAs whilst ensuring they are practised in their technical specialty through curriculum or extra-curricular activities. Staff defer to other members of the to support with specialist skills- for instance NC supporting singers or EG leading on ceramic based topics.

· We plan approximately one topic term to have cross-curricular links with another subject in the team. For instance, year 8s study musicals by preparing a scene and song from Shrek.
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