2026 BHBS Website Subject Info- Curriculum Overview Music
Our school has a long tradition of delivering high quality music tuition and we have 11 instrumental tutors providing traditional as well as contemporary instrumental tuition through Herefordshire's Music hub, Encore Enterprises.
The Music department runs seven different music ensembles and choirs. We put on at least three performances a year ranging from traditional school concerts and pantomimes to an annual Carol Service in Hereford Cathedral. Ensembles get to perform by themselves and collaboratively in massed items, with over a hundred students performing. 
There are three key components of Music education: listening, performing and composing.
We have two dedicated Apple iMac music suites, which help students improve their theory, aural and composition work. The system is also linked with Smartboards, which acts as an essential teaching tool for teachers. Students can produce compositions through the use of the industry standard Logic Pro software and incorporate live audio using our Focusrite Scarlett interfaces. This software can used to produce scores for GCSE composition and broadcast standard recordings.
Many of our students have gone on to study at the Royal College of Music, London, The Royal Northern College of Music, Manchester, Birmingham Music Conservatoire, Chethams School, University of Wales College, Cardiff, Welsh College of Music and Drama, R.A.D.A., Oxbridge Choral Scholarships, Leeds ICMP with some students performing in West End Musicals and professional orchestras. Bishops Music department alumni have composed music for national theatre companies and award winning movies. 
Students have participated in a national initiative developing young leaders with the celebrated Voces 8 vocal group, delivering vocal coaching sessions to a range of local primary schools.
Exam Link
Music- https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/music-gcse/#tab_keydocuments 
Key Stage 4 Curriculum Information
3 elements run concurrently. 
Performance- Two Pieces assessed in February of Year 11. One Solo, One Ensemble- must be between 4-6 minutes of playing/ singing with a minimum of 1 minute for the ensemble.
Composing- Two Compositions- one written to a brief specified by the exam board in September of Year 11. The other is written to a brief chosen by the candidate.
Listening- There are 4 Areas of Study, with a set work linked to 1 and 4.
Area of study 1: Musical Forms and Devices
Forms and devices are of fundamental importance in musical composition, and many of the common musical forms and devices used by composers today have their origin in the Western Classical Tradition. The music of the Baroque, Classical and Romantic eras provides the context for a study of binary, ternary, minuet and trio, rondo, variation and strophic forms. Learners are encouraged to engage with a variety of music from the prescribed eras, through a range of performing, composingand appraising activities. They are also encouraged to make links between music they listen to, pieces they perform and their own compositions, as well as music by composers from the twentieth and twenty-first centuries who use these forms and devices.

Set Work- J.S. Bach- Badinerie

Area of study 2: Music for Ensemble
Music for ensemble forms the basis for a study of texture and sonority. Through a study of diverse musical styles composed for ensemble, such as jazz and blues, musical theatre and chamber music, learners will consider how music is composed for small groups of instruments and voices. Learners will also consider how texture is manipulated and they are encouraged to use small instrumental/vocal groupings in their own music. Learners are required to perform as part of an ensemble, and through this to actively engage with ensemble music, understanding the relationship between performers on the stage and the audience.

Area of study 3: Film Music
The film industry is of considerable commercial and cultural interest in both the UK and abroad. There are many areas of specialism for musicians within this industry such as composer, orchestrator, arranger, performer, music editor, producer and more. A film composer scores music to accompany a motion picture for film or television. This includes dramatic underscore and thematic music as well as popular songwriting. Through this area of study learners are encouraged to consider how music for film is created, developed and performed, and the impact this has on the audience. Learners will have the opportunity to compose and perform film music and
are encouraged to use musical technology to create mood and atmosphere through engaging with the story of the film.

Area of study 4: Popular Music
Popular music is a wide-ranging and diverse art form encompassing several distinct genres. The popular music industry offers a wide range of opportunities for both composers and performers, including singer, song-writer, music producer, arranger and more. Through this area of study learners are encouraged to explore the musical idioms associated with a variety of popular music, and they will have the opportunity to perform popular music as well as compose music associated with a popular music genre. Learners are also encouraged to use music technology, understanding the impact this has on the way music is developed and performed in popular music.

Set Work- Toto, Africa
