Curriculum Overview:
English

Key Stage 3 (Years 7, 8 and 9)
	Year 7

	
AUTUMN TERM1
MYTHS AND LEGENDS

ASSESSMENTS:
Formative: Write a PETAL paragraph on how a writer presents a character. Theseus and the Minotaur.

Summative: Write PETAL paragraphs on how the  writer has made the character seem scary. 

AUTUMN TERM 2

ASSESSMENTS
Formative: Write a description of a character.

Summative: Write an original myth. 


SPRING TERM 1
‘AL CAPONE DOES MY SHIRTS’

ASSESSMENTS:
Formative: How does the writer present the relationship between Helen and Moose?

Summative: How does the writer present the Flanagan family dynamic at this point in the novel? 

SPRING TERM 2

ASSESSMENTS
Formative: Write a description from the perspective of a child of Alcatraz returning as a tourist.

Summative: Write a description inspired by these two images and your knowledge of Alcatraz/baseball on Alcatraz.  


SUMMER TERM 1
SHAKESPEARE & ‘THE TEMPEST’

ASSESSMENTS
Formative: Write a diary entry which shows Miranda or Prospero’s perspective about their arrival on the island, based on Act I, Scene 2.

Summative: Write a description of a storm at sea. 


SUMMER TERM 2
POEMS FROM OTHER CULTURES

ASSESSMENTS
Formative: PETAL paragraph: How does Douglas present the theme of change in the poem?

Summative: How does Dharker describe attitudes towards water in the poem ‘Blessing’?



	Year 8

	
AUTUMN TERM 1
‘A CHRISTMAS CAROL’

ASSESSMENTS
Formative: Write a persuasive letter from Fred to his Uncle Scrooge, encouraging him to embrace the spirit of Christmas and join them for Christmas dinner. ​

Summative: Write an article for a Victorian magazine, persuading the upper classes to be more charitable and support those less fortunate.

AUTUMN TERM 2

ASSESSMENTS
Formative: Use extract from Stave one to explore how Scrooge is presented. 

Summative:
In this extract how does the writer present the importance of family and friendship?

SPRING TERM 1
‘ROMEO AND JULIET’

ASSESSMENTS
Formative Assessment:
Character Comparison Act 1 Scene 1:
 In this part of the play, how does Shakespeare use language to present the characters Benvolio and Tybalt? How do their words and actions differ?

Summative Assessment:
Act 1 Scene 5:
In this scene, how does the writer use language to show Tybalt’s character?

SPRING TERM 2

ASSESSMENTS
Formative assessment: Transactional Writing:
Imagine you were advertising Juliet’s balcony in Verona as a tourist destination.
Use a range of techniques to describe the scene.

Summative Assessment:
Produce a piece of descriptive writing inspired by the image.




SUMMER TERM 1
ARE WE ALONE?

ASSESSMENTS
Formative Assessment:
Compare how the writers present their perspectives on extraterrestrial life in “What happened to Travis Walten?” and the extract from the opening to “The War of the Worlds”.

Summative Assessment:
Compare how the two writers present their perspectives on extraterrestrial life.

SUMMER TERM 2

ASSESSMENTS
Formative Assessment:
With space exploration advancing and new discoveries being made, many wonder if we’ll ever make contact with extraterrestrial life. Some believe it's just a matter of time, while others are more sceptical.
Write a letter to a newspaper expressing your opinion on this topic.

Summative Assessment:
Aliens Have Landed: Write a Speech to Unite Humanity


	Year 9

	
AUTUMN 1 
‘HEROES’ BY R CORMIER & WAR POETRY

ASSESSMENTS
Formative Assessment:
Write a detailed description of a character

Summative assessment:
Write a detailed description of a character from a given image.

Or

Formative Assessment:
PETAL paragraph: How does Owen present war in ‘Dulce et Decorum Est’?

Summative Assessment:
Compare how poets present war in ‘Remains’ and one other poem you have studied.  

AUTUMN 2

ASSESSMENTS
Formative Assessment:
How does Cormier present Francis in his introduction on p1-3? 

Summative Assessment:
a) In this passage, how does Cormier present Larry? Refer closely to the passage in your answer. 
b) In the rest of the novel, how does Cormier present attitudes towards heroes?

SPRING 1
DYSTOPIAN FICTION

ASSESSMENTS
Formative Assessment:
Pick one of these sentence starters.
Create your own engaging opening. 
-It was a bright cold day in April, and the clocks were striking thirteen.
-They’re out there.
-THE YEAR WAS 2081, and everybody was finally equal. 
-Tension hung over the three waiting men. 
-Heart. Beating. Fast. Running – too slow. 

Summative Assessment:
The Shard Is burning, and the Thames has run dry…
Write a dystopian story which includes a description of London in this post-war vision of the capital.


SPRING 2 

ASSESSMENTS
Formative Assessment:
A Handmaid’s Tale: How does the writer use language to describe the bleak world that the girls are living in?

Summative Assessment:
Glass, Bricks and Dust: From line 16 to the end. ‘This end part of the extract where the boy’s game comes to life takes a darker and more chilling tone.’ To what extent do you agree?

SUMMER 1 
‘AN INSPECTOR CALLS’

ASSESSMENTS
Formative assessment:
‘Damage to the environment is everyone’s problem. We need to take action now to protect our World before it’s too late.’
Write the opening to a letter to your local councillor in which you respond to this statement.

Summative assessment: 
Write a text for a speech for a debate at your school or college in which you argue against the statement and put forward the idea that community is key to a healthy, well-balanced and prosperous society.

SUMMER 2

ASSESSMENTS
Formative assessment:
How does Priestley present the character of Eric Birling?

Summative assessment: How does Preistley explore the importance of social class in An Inspector Calls?






Key Stage 4 (Years 10 and 11)
	Exam Link

	
AQA http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-literature-8702 

AQA http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-language-8700


	Curriculum Information

	At GCSE we study for two qualifications: English Language and English Literature. We have created a diverse plan whereby students will study Literature texts interspersed with language skills.
We begin in Year 10 with the exciting, gritty, tragic and funny play, ‘Blood Brothers’ by Willy Russell, before beginning our study of Shakespeare’s ‘Macbeth’. We also look at our poetry options during Year 10 and the language fiction and descriptive writing skills.
Year 11 begins with the study of Conan-Doyle’s novel ‘The Sign of The Four’ before progressing to Language exam skills, further poetry, and an early revision programme to ensure that we are fully prepared, confident, and informed for the exams.

	Additional Information

	



