“The more that you read, the more things you will know. The more that you learn, the more places you'll go.” ― Dr. Seuss

BHBS Accelerated Reader Programme

Dear Parents/Carers,
[bookmark: _GoBack]Your child is currently enrolled on the Accelerated Reader Programme (ARP).  Accelerated Reader is an online programme which helps us to encourage, manage and monitor your child’s independent reading. This program has not only been specifically designed to improve students’ reading ability, and continue to raise their reading age, but also to encourage and nurture a love of reading that will continue into adulthood. 
Reading is a national priority for a number of reasons; being able to demonstrate competent reading skills is essential for subjects across the entire curriculum. Scientific research shows clearly that a student who reads regularly for 20 minutes per day is far more likely to be successful at GCSE level and beyond.

How does Accelerated Reader work?

Your child will take an initial test, answering questions on an iPad, to establish their Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD). Their ZPD will consist of two numbers which tell us which range of books they should be selecting. For example, if they get a ZPD of 1.5 – 3.4, then they should read books within that range. These numbers correspond to books within the library which are colour coded, so children can easily select the labelled books that are within their range. We advise that they choose books from the bottom of their ZPD range first, and work their way up to the top of their range. Your child may choose from books within the library, or any book that is part of the Accelerated Reader programme.  You can search to see if the book is on the programme and which level it is, at www.arbookfind.co.uk. Students will take a further three tests during the academic year to monitor their progress and increase their reading range.

After your child finishes each book, they will need to take an ARP quiz.  This can be accessed by going to the BHBS website homepage and selecting ‘Student Matters’, ‘Curriculum Links’ then the Accelerated Reading icon.  Students can log in with their personal log in and password.  They should be aiming for 100%, but a minimum of 85% on a quiz is acceptable. Students are expected to take a minimum of two quizzes per half term. Quizzes should be taken within 24 hours of finishing a book to ensure that answers are accurate.

Accelerated reader will respond and adapt immediately to your child’s progress; it will not only adjust the level of questioning within a quiz, increasing or decreasing difficulty in response to their answers, but it will also help us to ensure they are reading books which offer them an appropriate level of challenge. Teachers will monitor your child’s data to ensure they are on track, and each time your child scores 100% on a quiz, they will receive a House Point. We regularly run ARP competitions between classes and individuals, and keep a class leader board on display.

In addition to reading regularly in school, students are expected to read their books independently at home. A reading homework will be set each week which will usually be to read for one hour at home. This hour could be split into smaller chunks of reading across the week, if preferred. 

You will be able to view your child’s progress using Renaissance Home Connect.  You’ll be able to view all the books that your child has read and quizzes your child has taken.  You will also have the option to receive emails that reveal results for reading practice quizzes and links to the website where you can check progress.  Your child’s English teacher can also discuss your child’s ARP participation and performance at Parents’ Evening.

To log in to Renaissance Home Connect go to https://Ukhosted86.renlearn.co.uk/1893861/HomeConnect  and use your child’s login details which they have been given.

What if my child doesn’t like reading?
Using Accelerated Reader, your child will choose the books s/he wants to read. The teacher will make certain the book is at the right level so that after completing the book, your child should do well on the AR Reading Quiz. Success on the quiz will encourage your child to read more. With guidance and success, even students who say they don’t like reading will develop and progress. We have also introduced incentives, such as competitions and rewards, to encourage students to take part in the Accelerated Reader programme.

Will my child have to read a book I don’t want them to read?
No. There are many, many choices of books at your child’s level. Your child will never be forced to read a book you find questionable.

I’m concerned that my child will be unfairly compared to others.
Then you should like AR because it helps the teacher to work with each child individually. Students using AR are encouraged to progress at their own pace and set their own goals with the help of the teacher. The aim of AR is for all students to succeed in achieving their goals.

We hope that your child is able to fully engage with and enjoy the programme.
 
If you have further questions, please feel free to contact your child’s English teacher. 

Yours sincerely,



Mrs Griffiths
Curriculum Team Leader- English





